THE ABSTRACT THEISM

like manner, brought charges against our Master, though
no criticisms could ruffle the pure sweet dignity and the
gentle easy flow of his transparent sentiments. When
misrepresented, a blatant egoist always cries his wares
like "a barrel organ, groaning out its banal song", but
this very picture of humility and forgiveness, this very
personification of the Christ principle, did never proclaim
his views, although he was all in the right. He meekly put
them forward and then stopped.

Both Vijaykrishna and Keshav Chandra sought to
broaden the structure of the eclectic spirituality of the
Samaj. Keshav proclaimed the New Dispensation and
Vijaykrishna introduced Yoga Sadhana into his spiritual
culture, patiently watching its effects on the Samaj. It
seemed to Vijaykrishna at this time that Brahmoism had
become an orthodoxy in all but the name, since the
Brahmo brethren were very suspicious of every new truth.
Brahmoism, being a catholic religion, must always have
an expansive character ; the frontiers of the Brahmic
thought-region could not possibly be discovered and
registered once and for all. The Brahmo brethren of the
Sadharan Samaj were perhaps glad to see Vijaykrishna
only as the perfect believer in their "Simple Theism",
but the super-mystic, who would progress to "Vestiges of
the Outerways" and thence to "The Courts of the Temple"
to hear the "Voice of the Beloved", could not possibly
stay long with the men on "The Hither side of the Portal."
When they first saw him after the brief Olympic isolation
with his saffron robe and shaved head, they at once
suspected that his theism had changed in principle and
purpose. In the words of Emerson, "the spirit orbed
itself" in his countenance. And, for a time, they sat
charmed, as his life-scene like a lovely garden of roses
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